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REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

Three years ago, at the Washington convention, the officers of 
the Society, were authorized to enter into a contract for printing a 
volume which should contain a history of the organization during 
the twenty-five years of its existence, then drawing near a close, 
and also give a list of all members enrolled on its chapter records. 
After some correspondence, a contract was closed with the Lakeside 
Press, R. R. Donnelley & Sons Co., of Chicago, and the Minneapolis 
convention ratified this action. The contract was signed by the 
officers of the Society on February 14, 1912, and the printer began 
soon after that date. The labor involved in completing the work 
proved more extensive than anticipated, and the finished book was 
not delivered by the printers until May, 1913. The Lakeside Press 
succeeded in producing a volume of very attractive appearance, and, 
considering the character of the work, one that is remarkably free 
from errors. 

The volume commands the attention of all who have not fol- 
lowed with care the recent growth of the Sigma Xi. It contains 542 
pages of historical data, and the names and professional positions 
of 7,498 members. Thus the total membership of the Society on 
January 1, 1912, arranged according to chapters, far exceeds the 
anticipations of chapter officers and the calculations of recent conven- 
tion reports. The book also contains an alphabetic and a geographic 
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index. The work is attractively bound in light blue cloth with letter- 
ing in white and with the seal of the Society imprinted on the cover. 
These colors were chosen since they represent fairly closely the 
official colors of the organization. The thanks of the Society are 
due the Lakeside Press for the successful execution of a rather 
difficult piece of work. 

The account of the printing firm included 2,343 copies of the 
Record and History. Of these 1,057 were reserved for advance 
payments of $1.75 each; 647 were taken by advance reservations at 
$2.00 each, and 167 have been sold at $2.50 each since the advance 
lists were closed as directed by the Cleveland convention. The total 
sale to date is thus 1,871 copies. Eight copies were sent out for 
review; six copies were given to various helpers who had done a 
large amount of work on the volume or in preparing the copy for 
press; ten copies were taken by the corresponding secretary with 
the approval of the Executive Committee, making 24 copies given 
out gratis, or a total of 1,895 copies disposed of to date. There are 
here 78 copies and in Chicago at the Lakeside Press subject to our 
order 359 copies, or 437 copies in all. Of pledges yet unpaid, 82 
are still on hand signed by individuals and 14 transmitted by the 
Yale Chapter, or 96 in all. Some of these will undoubtedly be paid 
and perhaps the larger part of them. This will leave a little over 
300 copies as the reserve stock of the Society for members and 
libraries that in future may desire copies. 

It has been suggested that I recommend the sale of these 
copies at a reduced price to realize as rapidly as possible the amount 
of our shortage in this account. Not only am I unable to join in 
such a recommendation, but I am even forced to oppose it. First, 
because it will not in my opinion lead to their sale any more rapidly 
than if the price be maintained ; second, because in accordance with 
instructions from the Minneapolis and Cleveland conventions, I 
have advertised widely that after advance subscriptions had been 
supplied the remaining copies would not be sold for less than $2.50 
each. 

In good faith to our subscribers, the Society can not now 
reduce the price of unsold copies. Furthermore, if half of the 
copies on hand are sold the deficit will be covered and the remainder 
can be held for a time at least to meet needs as they arise. 

I think it important for the Sigma Xi Society that as many 
copies as possible should be placed in permanent depositories. The 
volume is certainly a valuable record of educational progress and 
deserves a place in all prominent city and university libraries. Yet, 
thus far, very few copies have been sold to either. 
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If members and chapters will aid in getting such institutions to 
order copies, the book will be insured a permanent place in liter- 
ature and the history of the Society will be generally available for 
future reference. One chapter has bought several copies for pre- 
sentation to college libraries in its vicinity and probably other chap- 
ters have given copies to the library of their own institution. Two 
hundred and fifty copies distributed among the prominent libraries 
of the country would mean much for the Society in the future. 

The financial record of the transaction demands some consider- 
ation in detail that the matter may be clearly understood by all the 
membership. The contract with the printers called for a book of 
496 pages bound and delivered f. o. b. Chicago, for $1.25 per copy. 
After considering a careful estimate of the probable expense involved 
in extra corrections, clerical help, cost of delivery, etc., the selling 
price of the book was fixed by the convention at $1.75 per copy, for 
advance cash payment, $2.00 per copy for advance orders payable on 
delivery of the volume, and $2.50 for all copies sold after the work 
came from the press. This seemed to be adequate, but was not in the 
outcome of the matter, for the following reasons : The amount of 
clerical work demanded to adjust errors and omissions in the copy 
proved to be unexpectedly large and the expenses of collecting 
pledges were much greater than was calculated. Three circular 
notices were sent to subscribers individually in sealed envelopes 
with return address, and two personal letters have also been writ- 
ten to each. Yet, in spite of all this, about one hundred pledges are 
yet unredeemed. In consequence of these difficulties, the office 
expenses were very high, as may be seen from the detailed financial 
record accompanying this report. The numerous alterations from 
copy involved an extra expense of about $100 and finally the book 
was 64 pages larger than originally calculated, which added $205.84 
to the contract price. The result is a deficit which the Society is 
called upon to assume temporarily. When all the copies are sold 
this will be replaced by a small surplus. But even if that were not 
the case I feel personally that the investment was a good one and 
the Society has gained by placing before the country a record of its 
history and membership which has elicited such comments as have 
been printed, e. g. in the Nation in connection with a review of this 
volume. Even our members did not grasp the strength of the 
organization, and to many outsiders this evidence of leadership in 
science and teaching comes from a wholly unexpected quarter. 

The financial records of the work presented herewith show 
that the corresponding secretary has received on account of the 
volume a total of $3480.11 and has paid out $3382.45, leaving a 
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SIGMA XI BANK ACCOUNT— DEPOSITS 

History History Quarterly 

Nov. 29, 1911 $ 77.25 $1869.37 

Dec. 1, 1911 73.85 Feb. 10, 1913 $ 11.50 

Dec. 1, 1911 22.75 Mar. 11, 1913 32.50 

Dec. 2, 191 1 77.35 Mar. 15, 1913 57.60 

Dec. 2, 1911 73.70 Mar. 25, 1913 40.00 

Dec. 2, 1911 73.85 Apr. 26, 1913 35.00 

Dec. 2, 1911 26.25 Apr. 28, 1913 30.25 $ 2.60 

Dec. 4, 191 1 _ 66.70 Apr. 30, 1913 38.00 .50 

Dec. 4, 1911 72.30 May 1, 1913 54.15 2.00 

Dec. 5, 191 1 73-50 May 2,1913 32.50 .50 

Dec. 5, 1911 70.00 May 3, 1913 26.10 .50 

Dec. 5, 191 1 68.25 May 5, 1913 74.75 1.50 

Dec. 5, 191 1 : 70.30 May 6, 1913 24.00 

Dec. 5, 191 1 1400 May 7, 1913 20.00 .50 

Dec. 6, 191 1 136.90 May 8, 1913 52.60 

Dec. 7, 1911 61.50 May 9, 1913 26.00 1.50 

Dec. 8, 1911 31.70 May 12, 1913 64.40 2.00 

Dec. ft 1911 - 40-25 May 14, 1913 34.25 .50 

Dec. 11, 191 1 38.80 May 17, 1913 33.50 .50 

Dec. 12, 1911 , 35-00 May 20, 1913 32.08 

Dec. 14, 191 1 40.25 May 23, 1913 38.00 

Dec. 16, 191 1 35-00 May 29, 1913 24.40 1.00 

Dec. 18, 191 1 4225 June 5, 1913 83.10 

Dec. 22, 191 1 26.30 June 6, 1913 59.90 

Dec. 26, 191 1 30.00 June 10, 1913 65.90 

Jan. 2, 1912 35-00 June 16, 1913 46.90 

Jan. 6, 1912 19.25 June 21, 1912 24.00 

Jan. 9, 1912 17.55 June 28, 1913 34-98 

Jan. 13, 1912 14.00 June 9, 1913 27.60 

Jan. 20, 1912 10.50 July 12, 1913 14.30 

Jan. 27, 1912 21.28 July 31, 1913 23.88 

Feb. 5, 1912 10.75 Aug. 27, 1913 2.75 

Feb. 10, 1912 22.85 Oct. 4, 1913 41.65 

Feb. 12, 1912 35.20 Oct. 6, 1913 70.60 

Feb. 17, 1912 43-90 Oct. 11, 1913 59-95 

Feb. 24, 1912 26.35 Oct. 18, 1913 45-40 

Mar. 2, 1912 24.50 Oct. 28, 1913 35-oo 

Mar. 9, 1912 45-50 Nov. 19, 1913 79-85 -5o 

Mar. 16, 1912 21.00 Dec. 3, 1913 29.10 1.00 

Mar. 25, 1912 14.00 Dec. 22, 1913 68.60 

Mar. 30, 1912 12.50 Quarterly total 15.10 

Apr. 6, 1912 52.70 History total 3464.41 3464.41 

A P r - J 3- I012 2I -°° Grand total ZZZI 3479^ 

Apr- 20, 1912 10.S0 Feb Refund exch I0 

Apr. 27, 1912 3-50 A ^ Error f cI k 

May 11, 1912 516 ™ , . .7 . . s - ^ 

May 25 1912 1.75 Total deposits corrected 3480.11 

June 1, 1912 "ZZZZ 7.00 Total checks 338245 

June 8, 1912 5.58 Bank balance, December 23, 1913 97.66 

July 20, I912 2.30 Deposit slips showing details of above account 

June 22, 1912 4.25 sent to J. F. Kemp, Treasurer, with copy of this 

Oct 28 1012 3.50 schedule. Henry B. Ward. 

I have checked up the account and find every- 
thing correct. J. F. Kemp, Treasurer. 

$1869.37 New York, January 12, 1914. 
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SIGMA XI BANK ACCOUNT— CHECKED OUT 

1 Dec. 9, 1911 J. H. Kelley, sending out circulars $ 31. 11 

2 Dec. 9, 191 1 A. E. Kidd, clerical work 14.00 

3 Dec. 11,1911 A. E. Kidd, postage 15.00 

4 Dec. 22, 191 1 A. E. Kidd, clerical work 10.05 

5 Jan. 3, 1912 S. R. Powers, postage 5.00 

6 Feb. 1, 1912 Alice V. Hamilton, clerical work 37-50 

7 Feb. 1, 1912 W. W. Lindley, postage 30.66 

8 Feb. 8, 1912 J. H. Kelley, sending out circulars 11.02 

9 Feb. 8, 1912 Jennie M. Laflin, work on manuscript.... 33.60 

10 Feb. 17, 1912 Munhall Printing House, receipt cards 1.75 

11 Feb. 24, 1912 J. D. White, envelopes 10.62 

12 Mar. 1, 1912 Alice V. Hamilton, clerical work 37.50 

13 Mar. 15, 1912 S. R. Powers, clerical work 2.00 

13a Apr. 1, 1912 R. R. Donnelley & Sons, payment on 

contract 750.00 

14 Apr. 1, 1912 Alice V. Hamilton, clerical work 37.50 

15 Mar. 20, 1912 Earl Plowman, clerical work 1.75 

16 Apr. 4, 1912 A. E. Kidd, clerical work 1.74 

17 May 1, 1912 Alice V. Hamilton, clerical work 37-50 

18 June 1, 1912 Alice V. Hamilton, clerical work 37-50 

19 June 24, 1912 Hortense Scoggin, proof reading 2.80 

20 July 1, 1912 Alice V. Hamilton, clerical work 37-50 

21 July 23, 1912 Marion E. Sparks, proof reading. 5.25 

22 Aug. 1, 1912 Alice V. Hamilton, clerical work 37-50 

23 Aug. 10, 1912 Alice V. Hamilton, clerical work 31-50 

24 Aug. 12, 1912 Henry B'. Ward, sundries 14.57 

25 Sept. 30, 1912 Otis Kercher, printing circulars 2.75 

26 Oct. 1, 1912 Minnie E. Watson, stenographic work.. 27.25 

27 Oct. ,18, 1912 W. W. Lindley, P. M., envelopes 10.64 

28 Nov. 2, 1912 Minnie E. Watson, clerical work 36.50 

29 Dec. 2, 1912 Mollie Frazier, clerical work 16.67 

30 Dec. 5, 1913 Minnie E. Watson, clerical work 37-50 

31 Jan. 2, 1913 Mollie Frazier, clerical work 16.67 

32. Feb. 1, 1913 W. C. Rappleye, making index 30.75 

33 Feb. 13, ,1913 Mollie Frazier, clerical work 24.40 

34 Feb. 25, 1913 O. Riley, P. M., return postals 130.00 

35 Feb. 25, 1913 Minnie E. Watson, clerical work 48.00 

36 Feb. 28, 1913 Minnie Lovell, clerical work 8.33 

37 Feb. 15, 1913 Henry B. Ward, trip to printers 8.54 

38 Mar. 5, 1913 Flanigan-Pearson Co., printing and en- 

velopes 20.75 

39 Mar. 11, 1913 Wm. E. Savage, clerical work 35-37 

40 Mar. 13, 1913 Otis Kercher, printing circulars 1.45 

41 Apr. 14, 1913 W. W. Lindley, envelopes 10.60 

42 Apr. 19, 1913 Sybil Nagle, clerical work 10.00 

43 Apr. 21, 1913 W. C. Rappleye, making index 5.55 

44 Apr. 26, 1913 Sybil Nagle, clerical work 10.00 

45 Apr. 30, 1913 Donnelley & Sons, labels for Record.... 5.00 

46 May 7, 1913 Grace E. Maxwell, clerical work 15.00 

47 May 7, 1913 Sybil Nagle, clerical work 10.00 

1756.64 
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History Quarterly 

48 May 9, 1913 O. Riley, P. M., mailing Quarterly $ 3.30 

49 Maj- 9, 1913 Donnelley & Sons Co., payment on 

contract $ 350.00 

50 May 31, 1913 Grace E. Maxwell, clerical work 15.00 

51 May 12, 1913 Otis Kercher, printing circulars 3.75 

52 May 29, 1913 Otis Kercher, printing circulars 2.30 

53 May 30, 1913 W. C. Rappleye 1.50 

54 June 2, 1913 W. W. Lindley, envelopes 10.60 

55 June 2, 1913 Sybil Nagle, clerical work 30.00 

56 June 9, 1913 Sam'l Abrams, rental for typewriter 3.40 

57 June 10, 1913 Otis Kercher, printing circulars 3.40 

58 June 30, 1913 Sybil Nagle, clerical work 15.00 

59 June 30, 1913 Henry B. Ward, sundries 1.68 

60 Not used 

61 Not used 

62 July 15, 1913 O. Riley, P. M., mailing Quarterlies 3.50 

63 July 15, 1913 Sybil Nagle, freight bill— Chicago 1.90 

64 July 31, 1913 Sybil Nagle, clerical work 25.00 

65 Aug. 16, 1913 Sybil Nagle, clerical work 12.50 

66 Urbana P. O., 500 envelopes 10.60 

67 Nov. 1, 1913 H. B. Ward, sundries 1.68 

68 Sept. I, 1913 Lloyd's Music Store, clips for circulars 1.70 

69 Sept. 18, 1913 Sam'l Abrams, circular letter 3.00 

70 Sept. 22, 1913 R. R. Donnelley, payment on contract.... 750.00 

71 Sept. 23, 1913 H. B. Ward, sundries 5.50 

72 Clerical work on Quarterly (Refunded by deposit, Nov. 

19, 1913) 18.35 

73 Oct. 28, 1913 R. R. Donnelley, payment on contract.. 250.00 

74 Dec. 11, 1913 H. B. Ward, express items.. 2.15 

75 Dec. 13, 1913 R. R. Donnelley, payment on contract.. 100.00 

Quarterly total „ 17.40 

History total 3365-05 3365.05 

$3382.45 
Bank book balanced on December 23, 1913, also cancelled checks and 
receipted vouchers for items 1 to 75 as above are sent to the Treasurer, 
J. F. Kemp, New York City, with a copy of this schedule. 

Henry B. Ward. 
I have checked up the account and find everything correct. 

J. F. Kemp, Treasurer. 
New York, January 12, 1914. 

balance in the bank to the credit of the Society on December 23, 
1913, of $97.66. Deposits slips listing receipts in detail and can- 
celled checks with receipted vouchers covering all expenditures are 
recorded on the annexed financial summary and the original papers 
have been shipped to the Treasurer, Professor J. F. Kemp, New 
York City, for verification and approval. 

The account with the Lakeside Press, also submitted in detail 
on sheets appended to this report, show that the total cost of 
printing 2343 volumes was $2745.70 and the expenses of distributing 



REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 13 

copies was $494.10, making a total due the firm of $3239.80. On this 
bill total payments have been made as follows: by drafts, as listed, 
$2450; by payment from express companies for copies sent out 
C. O. D., $244; by credit memorandums for overcharges, $52.61, 
making a total of $2746.61 already paid. This leaves a balance due 
of $493.19, which should be still further reduced by $16.00 for 
C. O. D. copies not yet reported by the express companies and by the 
bank balance $97.66 on hand here, so that the net debt is less than 
$300 at this date. The Convention will, of course, take formal 
action to have these accounts and the accompanying vouchers care- 
fully scrutinized. I respectfully request that a summary of the 
accounts and a record of their examination be published later in 
the Quarterly, or by the Society otherwise. 

ACCOUNT WITH R. R. DONNELLEY & SONS COMPANY 

DEBIT ITEMS 

June 30 Arranging index Sigma Si Record $ 55.40 

June 30 2405 cartons for Sigma Xi at $25 per M $ 60.13 

July 12 2343 copies History & Directory, 560 pages 

1500 copies at $1.25 11875.00 

843 copies at .55 46365 

64 pages add'l 2343 copies 205.80 

88 hrs. Hand alterations $1.00. 88.00 

24.3 hrs. Lino alterations $1.50. 36.45 

1 Zinc of Monogram on drawing 6.00 

Book stamps 1540 

July 24 Express charges on 1193 packages 286.32 

2690.30 

July 1 Express charges on 45 packages 10.80 

July 1 Express charges on 212 packages 50.88 

July 21 Express 1 package .45 

July 25 Express .28 

July 30 Postage on History various packages 24.91 

Aug. 5 Express I package .25 

Aug. 9 Postage on 4 packages books 1.08 

Aug. 12 Express return charges 3 packages .v 1.74 

Sept. 30 Express charges to various addresses 9.84 

Sept. 30 Express to various addresses 4.85 

Oct. 28 Postage on 1 package .27 

Oct. 31 Express on 102 copies to various addresses 24.48 

Oct. 31 Postage on 2 packages .53 

Nov. 4 Express to various addresses 7.40 

Nov. 12 Express to various addresses .90 

Nov. 22 Postage on 3 packages .79 

Dec. 1 Express to various addresses 8.20 

Shipping total 494-10 

Printing total 2745.70 2745.70 

Grand total 3239.80 



14 



SIGMA XI QUARTERLY 



CREDIT ITEMS 

Date Payment by 

1913 draft 

Apr. 9 $ 750.00 

May 12 350.00 

June 30 

July 2 

July 3 

July 8 

July 9 

July 15 

July 24 

July 29 

Aug. 1 1 

Aug. 20 

Aug. 20 

Sept. 18 

Sept. 27 750.00 

Oct. 10 

Oct. 29 250.00 

Nov. 10 

Nov. 12 

Nov. 20 

Dec. 13 100.00 

Dec. 15 250.00 



Payment 

received for 

C. 0. D. copies 



13-00 
23.50 
47-50 
50.50 
12.50 
19.00 
35-00 
14.00 
20.00 

2.00 
•50 

4-50 



2.00 



2450.00 



244.00 



Credit 
memo. 



$ 31.00 



.21 
21.40 



52-61 

244.00 

2450.00 



Grand total, credit items $2746.61 



The method of sending out no copies until payment for the 
same was received has been followed consistently according to 
orders of the Cleveland Convention. It has saved much work in 
keeping and following up unpaid accounts and some loss. Changes 
in address were numerous enough to have added materially to 
expenses of distribution if any other plan had been followed, and 
some persons who subscribed for copies have apparently experienced 
a change of heart, as witness the failures to reply to letters con- 
cerning their pledges. One such item caused much trouble and 
considerable expense, namely the following: 

Among the signed orders for copies to be sent by express 
C. O. D., twenty were refused by those who had given such pledges 
and were returned to the publisher in Chicago. This involved an 
extra expense of $1.25 per copy. After a considerable number of 
personal letters had been written to these gentlemen, some of them 
confessed their mistake and took the copies. Two or three volun- 
tarily made good the extra expense which the Society had suffered. 
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I should acknowledge here the good offices of some chapter 
secretaries and other members in securing payment for subscription 
copies and in placing extra copies in libraries. The expressions of 
appreciation for the volume, which have come to me from many 
sources are the best evidence that the work has justified its publi- 
cation and that the Society will profit by it. 

THE QUARTERLY 

The Cleveland convention voted to publish a quarterly journal 
as a means of communication between the chapters and members. 
The direction of the publication was placed in the hands of an 
editorial committee consisting of the President, the Recording Sec- 
retary, the Corresponding Secretary, and Professor S. W. Williston 
who was designated managing editor. On account of illness in his 
family and absence from the country during a part of the year 
Professor Williston was unable to carry out his plans fully and the 
work devolved on the corresponding secretary. Four numbers have 
been published with 112 pages of text. The first included primarily 
the records of the Cleveland Convention and thus corresponded to 
the usual annual pamphlet. The others contained as leading articles 
several papers by prominent members discussing matters of policy 
and means of furthering the aims and ideals of the society. Chap- 
ter reports were also printed, in all seventeen, representing thus 
barely more than one-half the active chapters in Sigma Xi. 

Of the general success of the plan and the advisability of con- 
tinuing the publication of the Quarterly others can speak better 
than I and far more appropriately. There are some items on which 
my experience should be reported to the Convention before any 
action is taken regarding the future of this publication. These con- 
cern the cost of the venture and the method of managing it. 

An edition of 3,000 copies was printed and about 2,000 were 
mailed to the active members in accordance with lists furnished by 
chapter secretaries. No effort whatever was made to secure sub- 
scriptions or even to call the attention of alumni members or libraries 
to the existence of such a publication, yet 29 subscriptions were 
sent in. If clerical help were provided the value of the Quarterly 
might be greatly increased by making it more widely known to the 
non-active membership of the Society. Most of the members out- 
side of active chapters are entirely out of touch with its development 
and have little conception of its present day influence and value. In 
case subscriptions are sought the annual price should be increased 
to $1.00 or the Society be willing to bear the necessary extra expense. 
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For 50 cents a year it is impossible to pay the cost of printing and 
(mailing four numbers and in addition the office expense incident 
thereto unless the subscription list reaches larger dimensions than 
is likely. Each number cost about $100 for printing and mailing the 
entire edition ; office expenses connected with the year's work made 
the total expenditure approximate but not reach $500. The publi- 
cation of the pamphlet previously issued, including the proceedings 
of the annual convention, has cost each year about $125 which was 
saved by this publication and there was also a saving in the usual 
expenses of the secretary's office so that the net cost to the society 
was not over $350. 

This sum does not represent the real cost as the secretary did 
the larger part of the work and more than he can do another year 
under any circumstances. His share included not only the plan- 
ning and supervising of the work but also a great deal that was 
purely mechanical, such as proof reading, checking mailing lists, 
carrying copies to the post office, attending to the demands and com- 
plaints of postal authorities, of irate members who swore that their 
copies were never mailed and of careless or forgetful chapter secre- 
taries who would not answer letters or attend to other duties of 
their office. I did all this at an enormous waste of time because the 
venture was launched and I had too much pride in the Sigma Xi 
to see its work fail at the start for the want of proper help. As I 
said emphatically at the Cleveland convention if this publication is 
to be carried on the Society must secure competent help to conduct 
the purely business part of the work. It is impossible to hire by the 
hour as the emergency arises help good enough to do the work with- 
out constant oversight. The only satisfactory plan will be to secure 
a clerk and stenographer of experience in such lines who will follow 
up all these details and carry out the plans formulated by the 
managing editor. If the duties of the latter are limited to planning 
and directing the work in the larger sense it may be possible for a 
man with other duties to undertake it. But this plan will be success- 
ful only if a competent assistant is secured and that will cost not 
less than $500 a year. The work can be distributed so as to occupy 
about half time of a clerk and if individual conditions permit the 
combining of this with other duties that demand only half time then 
the services of a competent helper can be secured at the figure 
stated. This will make the annual cost of the Quarterly approxi- 
mate $1,000, which for a membership of $2,500 averages 40 cents 
a member. Unless the Society is prepared to expend this sum or 
nearly as much the matter should be dropped; altho it is possible 
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the Society can find some member so situated that he can devote 
his own time to the work for the sake of the undoubted good which 
can be accomplished thereby. In any event the managing editor will 
find it helpful to have an advisory committee associated with him 
to share the difficulties of such a position and to aid him in those 
embarrassing situations where the responsibility can be assumed by 
a group more easily than by a single individual. 

In case it is decided to continue the Quarterly a few business 
matters must be adjusted. It will save the editor some embarrass- 
ment for the Convention to rule precisely who shall receive the 
Quarterly free. The last Convention stated that it was to be sent 
"free to active members only," consequently the secretary was forced 
in some cases to inquire whether chapters had conformed to that 
ruling in making out lists of names sent in. It is naturally difficult 
or impossible to determine at a distance who are active members 
and the editor should not be given that responsibility. Yet if the 
cost of the publication is to be met by a pro rata assessment on the 
chapters the accounts will not balance if a chapter returns a record 
of 125 active members and sends a mailing list of 172 names to 
receive the journal. The difficulty will be easily met in my opinion 
if the editor is instructed to send copies to the mailing list as fur- 
nished by the chapter secretaries and to report the total number 
of names on that list to the treasurer for the purpose of the assess- 
ment. All members, who desire to retain their connection with an 
individual chapter may thus be enabled to receive the Quarterly, 
and at the same time that publication will become a more valuable 
medium for the publication of chapter and society news. If it is to 
fulfill its purpose the Quarterly should more and more emphasize 
this personal side. The Convention must also decide the price of 
the journal to those who subscribe directly. 

GENERAL ITEMS 

A number of errors have been found in the Quarter Century 
History and Record. It seems that the lists in the possession of 
chapters are not in all respects accurate. A few names were 
entirely omitted. In numerous instances the type of membership 
was not correctly reported; thus in 1912 the Rensselaer chapter 
elected 40 graduates. The correspondent who called my attention 
to this item adds that as Rensselaer has no graduate school these 
probably should have been listed as alumni members. While the 
book was printing, I called attention to some such evident errors 
and they were corrected but there are others in the Record which 
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should be corrected. Despite the utmost care and checking by 
three persons a few typographical errors crept into the spelling of 
names. There have been of course changes in the affiliation of mem- 
bers since the date at which the lists for the volume were closed; 
but these are not items which necessarily call for correction. On the 
other hand, the omission of names and errors in spelling should be 
corrected at an early date and if chapter officers will prepare lists 
of such errors, all corrections can be published together in an issue 
of the Quarterly and a reprint of the pages sent to purchasers of 
the Record for insertion in the volume. This will involve very little 
expense and is worth while; but unless the chapter secretaries are 
willing to do the work it will be impossible/ to attain the end desired. 

There are no national officers whose terms close with this 
meeting except a group of councilors elected by the chapters and 
not by the convention. The Rensselaer and Stanford chapters have 
not yet notified the corresponding secretary of the election of coun- 
cilors to replace those whose terms expired in January, 191 3. In 
checking over the proof and dates of official terms as worked out for 
the Quarter Century Record there appears one error in our present 
list which should be corrected. The constitution provides that the 
term of the corresponding secretary shall cover four years. Ac- 
cording to the records of the Seventh Convention held at Phila- 
delphia (Proceedings, page 7) the present incumbent was elected 
December 29, 1904. He was re-elected January 2, 1909, at the 
Tenth Convention held at Baltimore (Proceedings, page 5). This 
term closed January 2, 1913, and the office should have been filled 
by a new election at the Cleveland convention, where, by error, it 
was reported that this term did not conclude. For this error the 
present secretary is exclusively responsible and wishes, in view of the 
facts, to request that his successor be elected at once. The terms 
of all other national officers begin in 1913 and terminate in 1915. 

The corresponding secretary is naturally in receipt of inquiries 
from various members concerning the most diverse items. One 
chapter reports the rumor that certain chapters do not charge any 
fees, either initiation or otherwise, for non-resident members, and 
has asked what the rule of the Society in this matter should be. The 
secretary can only refer the matter to the convention for decision. 
As the Constitution lists non-resident with active members, it would 
seem as if they should be held responsible for the same fees. I am 
informed that Phi Beta Kappa charges the identical initiation fee 
for every person enrolled in the organization, thus placing all upon 
a plane of absolute equality. I have been unable to secure any other 
evidence upon the matter for submission to the convention. 
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The secretary has been gathering together some of the original 
publications of the Society in the hope that it might be possible 
to make a number of fairly complete sets. The early records of the 
organization certainly should be preserved in at least a few of the 
great libraries of the country. Thus far there is not material enough 
to justify planning for more than half a dozen libraries as deposi- 
tories. The secretary has consulted some prominent library workers 
in the effort to ascertain what libraries would best serve the purpose 
and insure permanent location and care for these records as well as 
make them accessible to the greatest number of persons. He would 
recommend that for permanent preservation, these publications be 
bound with a series of Proceedings from the early conventions and 
that a bound volume be placed in each of the following libraries: 
Library of Congress, Washington, D. C. ; Public Library, Boston; 
Public Library, New York City; John Crerar Library, Chicago; 
Public Library, St. Louis. To these might well be added the univer- 
sity libraries of institutions in which chapters are located, but a 
sufficient number of copies of these early documents has not yet been 
secured to make this possible. 

Some persons have thought that the Society had decided to 
pay expenses of the delegates to the General Convention, as pro- 
posed last year by Minnesota (See Quarterly, page 12). The 
expense is shown in a discussion printed in the same number of 
the Quarterly (page 23) to be not less than $900 to $1350, which 
equals a pro rata assessment of 45 to 65 cents on each active mem- 
ber. To avoid misunderstanding, this convention should reach a 
final decision on this matter and publish it in the record of the 
proceedings circulated thru the Society. 

Henry B. Ward, 

Corresponding Secretary. 



